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Make	  sure	  you	  have	  done	  
everything	  that	  you	  need	  
to	  be	  doing	  in	  order	  to	  
graduate	  this	  year!	  

Winter	  Formal	  	  5	  	  

SCA	  is	  hosting	  	  a	  “Snow-‐
Ball”	  dance	  in	  February.	  
Check	  out	  all	  of	  the	  details.	  

Whitetail	  Fun	  	  	  	  6	  

Looking	  for	  a	  fun	  winter	  
activity	  .	  Check	  out	  	  what	  ‘s	  
h	  happening	  at	  Whitetail	  
Resort.	  

Donald	  J.	  Trump	  Takes	  Oath	  of	  Office	  as	  45th	  
President	  of	  the	  United	  States	  of	  America	  By	  Jared	  Foreman	  

     As most know, on Friday, January 20th our Country inaugurated the 
forty-fifth President of the United States, Donald J. Trump and his Vice-
President Michael Pence. When Trump was sworn in he stood in front 
of the U.S. Capitol looking out on the Washington mall, which was 
filled with his supporters and even his protestors who were there to 
watch as President Trump started his four-year mission to make 
America great again. I had the privilege to speak to someone who had 
faced the crowds to see this historic moment, that was MHS' very own 
Mrs. Steckman. She told me of the impressive amount of people that 
were there and even shared some stories with me. When asked what she 
thought of President Trump’s speech she described it to me as "a good, 
quality speech" that was trying to bring people together while also 
hitting hard on certain subjects.  (Continued on 
page 2…see Trump) Mr.	  and	  Mrs.	  Steckman	  

at	  	  Trump’s	  Inauguration	  

President	  Trump	   Vice-‐President	  Pence	  
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Praesent	  pretium	  
lectus	  a	  dui.	  

byline	  
Lorem	  Ipsum	  

(Trump…continued from page 1)  

Mrs. Steckman made sure to express how glad she was 
that she attended this historic event, though she was 
slightly concerned about the security of the inauguration 
those concerns were quickly dismissed when she saw the 
large amount of security and military presence in the city. 
Overall in her eyes the day was a total success even 
though it did involve lots of walking due to crowds 
making transit difficult and she is very excited to discuss 
this experience with students. 

	  

Trump	  supporters	  headed	  to	  the	  Inauguration.	  

Trump	  protesters	  voicing	  their	  opinions.	  

Women’s	  March	  Draws	  Record	  Crowds	  	  By	  Jared	  Foreman	  

	  	  	  	  	  To	  continue	  on	  the	  topic	  of	  historic	  events	  just	  the	  very	  next	  day	  on	  January	  21,	  2017	  after	  the	  Inauguration	  
of	  President	  Trump	  the	  Washington	  mall	  was	  again	  packed	  with	  people;	  except	  this	  time	  it	  was	  full	  of	  women,	  
men,	  and	  even	  children	  marching	  for	  women’s	  rights.	  	  Together	  these	  people	  held	  the	  biggest	  one-‐day	  march	  
in	  U.S.	  history.	  	  The	  march,	  however,	  did	  not	  just	  take	  place	  in	  Washington,	  D.C,	  but	  instead	  marches	  took	  
place	  worldwide.	  	  It	  has	  been	  reported	  that	  at	  least	  one	  march	  took	  place	  on	  every	  continent.	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  This	  was	  an	  extremely	  historic	  moment	  for	  women’s	  rights	  and	  I	  was	  fortunate	  enough	  to	  talk	  to	  MHS	  
senior	  Chloe	  Williams	  who	  attended	  a	  smaller	  march	  in	  Winchester,	  Virginia	  called	  the	  Sister	  March.	  Williams	  
said	  she	  attended	  the	  march	  because	  she	  “felt	  that	  there	  are	  a	  lot	  of	  issues	  that	  are	  not	  being	  addressed	  
currently	  and	  she	  knows	  if	  people	  stick	  together	  then	  they	  will	  be	  heard.”	  Her	  point	  was	  a	  good	  one	  too	  
because	  she	  said	  that	  there	  was	  an	  impressive	  amount	  of	  people	  there	  for	  it	  being	  in	  Winchester,	  so	  many	  
people	  that	  she	  claims	  to	  have	  seen	  “people	  ranging	  from	  toddlers	  to	  grannies	  on	  scooters.”	  Overall	  though,	  
Williams	  said	  the	  march	  was	  “a	  very	  respectful,	  nice	  thing	  to	  attend.”	  Williams	  added	  that	  all	  of	  the	  marchers	  
were	  humble	  enough	  to	  thank	  all	  of	  the	  law	  enforcement	  officers	  that	  were	  there	  to	  monitor	  and	  protect	  the	  
crowds.	  

MHS	  Seniors	  Kaylee	  
Barbour	  and	  Chloe	  Williams	  



	  

	  

Martinsburg	  High	  School	   January	  2017	  

3	  

Conquering	  Senior	  Year:	  What	  Seniors	  Need	  to	  Be	  
Doing	  to	  Be	  Successful	  
By Mariah Ortiz 

Attention seniors: With the start of second semester, scholarship deadlines fast approaching, 
and graduation right around the corner, it is almost impossible to not feel stressed and a little 
overwhelmed.  There are an abundance of tasks that need to be accomplished in order to 
ensure a smooth and successful transition from high school to college and balancing and 
tackling these tasks is definitely difficult. One of our MHS guidance counselors, Ms. Myers, 
says, “Students transitioning from high school to college need to keep an open mind, be 
willing to work harder than ever before, use all the resources available to them, and never give 
up.” To aid in accomplishing these necessary steps throughout the last few months of your 
high school career, here is a checklist: 

-‐ Are you caught up on all necessary courses and credits? 
-‐ Have you taken the ACT/SAT? 
-‐ Have you applied for PROMISE? 

-‐ Have you visited potential college prospects? 
-‐ Have you applied to college? 

-‐ Have you been accepted to college? 
-‐ Have you organized, completed, and/or submitted various scholarships in which you 

qualify? 
-‐ Have you ordered a cap and gown? 

Don’t let the stress of these steps discourage you! You are not in this alone. If you need help or 
have any questions, your guidance counselor is more than happy to help you; it’s what they are 
here for. 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Martinsburg	  High	  School	  students	  are	  faced	  with	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  adversity	  in	  their	  learning	  environments.	  	  
Temperatures	  fluctuate	  on	  a	  daily	  basis,	  disgusting	  odors	  float	  through	  the	  hallways,	  and	  noisy	  heaters	  make	  
rattling	  sounds.	  Some	  classrooms	  are	  hot,	  while	  others	  feel	  like	  they	  are	  about	  to	  snow.	  This	  has	  been	  a	  concern	  
for	  a	  while	  and	  it	  has	  affected	  the	  students	  and	  staff	  alike.	  Since	  Martinsburg	  High	  School	  is	  the	  oldest	  high	  
school	  in	  Berkeley	  County	  it	  makes	  sense	  that	  there	  are	  some	  problems	  but	  that	  is	  no	  excuse	  for	  not	  fixing	  the	  
problems.	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  The	  smell	  of	  the	  school	  has	  caught	  all	  of	  our	  attention	  at	  least	  once.	  	  Senior	  Mahogany	  Steele	  said“	  The	  school	  
stinks	  some	  days.”	  	  A	  bad	  smell	  can	  make	  you	  not	  want	  to	  learn	  at	  all.	  	  Just	  this	  week	  a	  Roto	  Rooter	  truck	  was	  
here	  to	  unclog	  our	  aging	  sewer	  lines.	  Sophomore	  Alisha	  Joseph	  has	  been	  disturbed	  by	  more	  than	  just	  bad	  smells.	  
Joseph	  said,	  “Some	  of	  the	  rooms	  have	  bugs	  in	  them	  and	  it’s	  very	  distracting.”	  	  Senior	  Jamara	  Washington	  said	  
“The	  temperatures	  do	  affect	  my	  learning	  experience	  because	  when	  it’s	  too	  hot	  it’s	  hard	  to	  focus.”	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  The	  science	  wing	  is	  one	  of	  the	  coldest	  areas	  of	  MHS	  on	  most	  days.	  	  Ms.	  Kissner	  whose	  room	  is	  in	  the	  science	  
wing	  said,	  “It’s	  been	  as	  cold	  as	  50	  degrees.”	  Another	  thing	  she	  mentioned	  is	  that	  they	  have	  no	  control	  of	  their	  
room’s	  temperature.	  It’s	  a	  true	  hassle	  just	  to	  get	  the	  temp	  changed	  at	  MHS.	  You	  have	  to	  ask	  the	  county	  
maintenance	  to	  come	  in	  and	  change	  it.	  

	  	  	  	  	  Now	  let’s	  take	  a	  look	  at	  a	  warmer	  room.	  Ms.	  C.	  Brown’s	  room	  is	  one	  of	  the	  hottest	  at	  MHS.	  She	  said	  “I	  love	  
the	  warmth	  of	  my	  room,	  I	  would	  not	  want	  it	  to	  be	  cold.”	  But	  she	  did	  say	  that	  when	  it’s	  hot	  outside	  it	  can	  get	  very	  
hot	  in	  her	  room	  and	  that	  causes	  problems	  with	  her	  student’s	  work	  ethic.	  

	  	  	  	  	  In	  some	  classrooms,	  like	  Ms.	  M.	  Elliott’s,	  students	  have	  to	  decide	  if	  they	  want	  the	  heater	  on	  so	  that	  they	  will	  
be	  warm	  	  even	  though	  the	  heater	  makes	  a	  horrible	  rattling	  sound	  or	  if	  they	  would	  rather	  be	  cold	  but	  not	  have	  to	  
listen	  to	  the	  loud	  noise	  of	  the	  heater.	  

	  	  	  	  	  MHS	  was	  built	  in	  1927	  and	  is	  over	  90	  years	  old.	  To	  say	  that	  the	  building	  has	  some	  wear	  and	  tear	  is	  an	  
understatement.	  We	  need	  to	  find	  a	  way	  to	  provide	  students	  and	  staff	  with	  a	  safe,	  comfortable	  learning	  
environment	  so	  that	  MHS	  students	  are	  no	  longer	  unfairly	  disadvantaged.	  	  

This	  Old	  Building	  Needs	  Some	  Fixin’	  By	  Cameron	  Awkard	  
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     Student Council is hosting a winter formal dance called "The Snow-Ball” on 
Saturday, February 11 in the MHS cafeteria from 7- 10pm. SCA President 
Emma Bolyard said Student Council came up with the name "The Snow-
Ball" because "it’s catchy, cute, fun, and it has a ring to it."      

     The dance is going to be "Winter Wonderland" themed, so some 
suggestive colors you should have in mind are cool blues and pearl whites, to 
create that wintery look. Tickets for the dance will be $5 each and will be sold 
Wednesday, February 8- Friday, February 10 during all three lunches in the 
cafeteria. If you plan on bringing a guest from another school you must get a form 
from the office and have it turned in by February 6. The DJ for the evening will be 
DJ Myke Nyce so be ready to dance to the new hip music that will be playing.  

     Monday, February 6 will kick off Winter Spirit Week.  Listen to announcements 
to hear what the spirit days will be! Friday, February 10 we will have a Pep Rally 
during 7th period to show our school pride! 

     	  

SCA	  Plans	  Snow-‐Ball	  Winter	  Formal	  
and	  February	  Spirit	  Week	  

By	  Katiaya	  Napper	  



	  

	  

Snow	  Day	  Activities	  at	  Whitetail	  Resort	  by	  Skyler	  Mann	  
	  	  	  	  	  Whitetail is a skiing, snowboarding, and tubing resort and lodge located on Blairs Valley Road in 
Mercersburg, PA.  The price of admission if you are skiing or snowboarding is $47 for five hours during the 
hours of 5pm-10pm or an eight-hour Flex Ticket is $64. If you do not have a snowboard or ski’s they have 
rentals available. Ski’s are $50 to rent and snowboards are $54 to rent. They also have helmet rentals for $13. 
The best deal would be the EZ Package, which is $103 for your lift ticket, and equipment rentals that are all 
included. .  MHS student Sylas Simpson enjoys all of the activities at Whitetail. Simpson said, “My favorite 

slope is the Blue Trail because it wraps around the entire 
mountain.”  

     If tubing is more your speed it will cost you $25 for two 
hours.  It is better to go during the middle of the week so 
there are not a lot of people on the lift.  Even if it is 
crowded there are ten slides for tubing so the lines 

shouldn’t be too terribly backed up.  
Tubing is also a great bonding experience 
for families and that special someone you 
want to get to know better.  

	  

Are	  You	  Ready	  for	  Super	  Bowl	  Football?By	  Hunter	  Martin	  

	  	  	  	  	  Super	  Bowl	  VI	  will	  be	  played	  February	  5th	  at	  NRG	  Stadium	  in	  Houston,	  Texas.	  	  Many	  believe	  that	  this	  will	  
be	  a	  high	  scoring	  game	  due	  to	  the	  dynamic	  offenses	  of	  New	  England	  Patriots	  and	  the	  Atlanta	  Falcons.	  	  Tom	  
Brady	  has	  proven	  year	  after	  year	  to	  be	  one	  of	  the	  greatest	  quarterbacks	  ever	  when	  it	  comes	  time	  for	  
playoffs.	  Even	  with	  the	  absence	  of	  Rob	  Gronkowski,	  Tom	  Brady	  does	  not	  seem	  to	  be	  phased.	  He	  threw	  for	  
384	  yards	  and	  3	  touchdowns	  against	  the	  Pittsburgh	  Steelers.	  He	  has	  also	  turned	  the	  run-‐of-‐the-‐mill	  wide	  
receiver	  Chris	  Hogan	  into	  a	  star	  wide-‐out.	  He	  totaled	  9	  catches	  for	  180	  yards	  and	  two	  touchdowns	  in	  the	  
AFC	  Championship	  game.	  	  He	  is	  a	  player	  to	  watch	  come	  February	  5th.	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  But	  will	  the	  Patriots	  defense	  be	  able	  to	  slow	  down	  Matt	  Ryan	  and	  the	  Falcons	  dangerous	  offense.	  	  Matt	  
Ryan	  is	  having	  his	  best	  season	  to	  date	  and	  continues	  to	  put	  up	  MVP	  type	  numbers.	  	  In	  the	  NFC	  
championship	  game	  he	  totaled	  for	  392	  passing	  yards	  and	  4	  touchdowns!	  He	  also	  connected	  with	  his	  6’3	  
wide	  receiver	  Julio	  Jones	  9	  times	  for	  180	  yards	  and	  two	  touchdowns	  as	  well.	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  Some	  of	  our	  athletes	  here	  at	  MHS	  have	  made	  predictions	  about	  the	  game.	  	  Seniors	  Kyler	  Schaffner	  and	  
Caiden	  Heck	  both	  think	  that	  the	  Falcons	  are	  going	  to	  win	  by	  scores	  of	  33-‐30	  and	  28-‐24	  respectively.	  Junior	  
Jalen	  Hesen	  is	  going	  with	  the	  Falcons	   and	  a	  score	  of	  28-‐14,	  while	  freshman	  
Teddy	  Marshall	  picks	  the	  Falcons	  with	   a	  score	  of	  35-‐28.	  	  This	  should	  be	  a	  
really	  good	  intense	   game	  and	  I	  encourage	  you	  all	  to	  tune	  in	  
February	  5th	  at	  6:30	  PM.	  	   	  



	  

	  

Local	  Review:	  A	  Little	  off	  the	  Top	  	  
By	  Briant	  Dozier	  

	  -‐	  Ipsum	  

An	  educator,	  an	  artist,	  and	  a	  friend…these	  are	  the	  words	  that	  describe	  a	  
barber.	  	  I	  recently	  visited	  Dre’s	  Shop,	  a	  barbershop	  that	  not	  only	  treats	  
you	  like	  family	  when	  you	  walk	  in,	  but	  also	  provides	  reasonable	  prices	  
that	  make	  you	  feel	  as	  if	  you	  really	  are	  family.	  	  As	  I	  was	  visiting	  Dre’s	  	  Shop	  
not	  only	  were	  the	  barbers	  nice	  but	  even	  the	  customers	  would	  greet	  you	  
as	  you	  walked	  through	  the	  door.	  	  

Dre’s	  Shop	  has	  been	  open	  since	  June	  2016	  and	  it	  already	  has	  loyal	  
customers	  including	  myself.	  	  But	  before	  Dre	  opened	  his	  own	  business	  he	  
was	  cutting	  hair	  at	  People’s	  Barbershop	  which	  was	  right	  next	  door	  until	  
they	  decided	  to	  find	  a	  bigger	  space	  and	  that’s	  when	  Dre’s	  Shop	  was	  born.	  

While	  you	  are	  at	  Dre’s	  Shop,	  you	  can	  get	  a	  haircut,	  have	  a	  good	  
conversation,	  or	  even	  challenge	  someone	  to	  a	  game	  of	  pool.	  	  Yes,	  you	  
can	  even	  play	  pool!	  But	  don’t	  get	  overconfident,	  when	  I	  was	  there	  I	  lost	  
miserably…that	  3rd	  grader	  knew	  how	  to	  play!	  

I	  have	  got	  to	  be	  honest	  with	  you	  though,	  the	  haircuts	  are	  even	  nicer	  than	  
the	  people.	  	  There	  are	  over	  five	  barbers	  there	  and	  they	  know	  how	  to	  cut.	  	  
They	  can	  give	  anyone	  any	  haircut	  they	  want.	  	  They	  are	  so	  good	  they	  
could	  probably	  give	  a	  white	  boy	  an	  afro.	  	  Ladies,	  don’t	  feel	  left	  out	  
because	  you	  can	  get	  your	  hair	  done	  too.	  	  You	  can	  get	  your	  hair	  styled,	  
and	  cut	  at	  Dre’s	  Shop	  so	  that	  you	  can	  turn	  heads	  when	  people	  see	  your	  
new	  style.	  	  The	  prices	  are	  usually	  based	  on	  the	  length	  of	  your	  hair	  and	  
the	  style	  that	  you	  choose.	  

So	  come	  on	  down	  to	  Dre’s	  Shop,	  where	  you	  can	  get	  your	  hair	  cut,	  listen	  
to	  music,	  have	  a	  conversation,	  and	  just	  feel	  like	  you	  are	  a	  part	  of	  the	  
community.	  



	  

	  

	  Slim Chance for Snow Days 
By Josh Barnes 

 
     Up to this point, it has been a fairly mild winter. This wasn’t how it was supposed to go 
however, as throughout the month we were supposed to be seeing cold days and snow showers 
regularly. Instead, we’ve only gotten two hour delays and a decent amount of rain. 
According to the Old Farmer’s Almanac, the forecast for February is that it will start off bitter 
cold and snowy, but will gradually start to warm up nearing the end of the month. 
      I personally don’t believe that we will be getting any snow days but maybe a couple of 
delays. MHS Juniors Cameron Palmer and Dylan Conner believe that we will be having snow 
days on February 13 and February 16 respectively. MHS English teacher Mrs. Elliott doesn’t 
believe that we will be getting any days off however, saying, “I bought a snow blower last year, 
so since I’m ready for it to snow, it’s not going to snow.” 
      If it does happen to snow, be sure to take advantage of the free day. You could do this by 
catching up on work, going outside to play or ski, read a book, or just lay in bed watching 
Netflix all day. However you decide to use your snow day, just always remember to stay safe.  
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